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Abstract

Suhtf and booklets of hadith occupy an important place in the history of hadith as they
are the first recorded hadith documents. A hadith booklet attributed to ‘Ubaydullah b.
Muhammad b. Hafs al-‘Ayshi (d. 228/843), which was thought lost for a long time is
one of such hadith booklets. We discovered the manuscript of this hadith booklet in a
hadith compilation at the Central Library of the Imam Muhammad b. Sutad al-Islamiyya
University. To our knowledge, the booklet has never been published so far. We identified
172 hadiths that al-'Ayshi narrated from his several teachers. In this article, we gave
information about biography of al-‘Ayshi and we made some observations about his
work. Later, we made the transcription of the hadith booklet and then we established the
sources of the hadiths (takhrij). As for the tahqiq method we followed “ISAM Principles of
Publications with tahqiq.”
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Ebi Abdurrahman Ubeydullah b. Muhammed b. Hafs el-Aysi el-Kuresi el-
Basri (6.228/843) ve Hadis Ciizii

Ozet

Hadis tarihinde sahife ve ctizler, ilk yazili hadis vesikalarindan olmalar: hasebiyle 6nemli
bir yer isgal etmektedir. Uzun siire kayip oldugu anlasilan Ubeydullah b. Muhammed b.
Hafs el-Aysi'ye (6. 228/843) nispet edilen bir ciiz bunlardan biridir. E1 yazmas: halinde
Imam Muhammed b. Suiid el-Islamiyye Universitesi Merkez Kiitiiphanesi'nde bulunan bir
mecmua icerisinde yer alan bu ciiziin varligini tespit etmis bulunmaktayiz. S6z konusu ciiz
bilindigi kadariyla daha 6nce yayimlanmamistir. Clizde, el-Aysi'nin muhtelif hocalarindan
naklettigi 172 hadis tespit edilmistir Bu makaleyle, el-Aysi'nin kimligi hakkinda bilgi
verilmis ve eseri hakkinda bazi tespitlerde bulunulmustur. Sonrasinda ise eserin
transkripsiyonu ve yazmada yer alan hadislerin tahrici yapilmistir. Tahkikte usul olarak
“ISAM Tahkikli Nesir Esaslar1” benimsenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hadis tarihi, ciiz, el-Aysi, Hammad b. Seleme, megyeha.



Introduction

Suhtif and booklets of hadith (especially those which belong to the 2nd/8th
centuries) occupy an important place in the history of hadith as they are the
first recorded documents of its history. Many such pages and booklets have been
published in modern times.! I discovered the manuscript of the hadith booklet
which is attributed to ‘Ubaydullah b. Muhammad b. Hafs al-Ayshi, in a hadith
compilation at the Central Library of the Imam Muhammad b. Sutd al-Islamiyya
University. To my knowledge, the booklet has never been published so far. We
shall introduce the booklet here and carry out its tahqiq.> Before doing this, I
want to give some information about the biography of al-‘Ayshi and to express
some of our observations about his work.

A. ‘Ubaydullah b. Muhammad b. Hafs al-Ayshi

The exact name of the author of the hadith booklet is ‘Ubaydullah b.
Muhammad b. Hafs b. ‘Omar b. Masa b. ‘Ubaydullah b. Ma 'mar, he was known
as Abl ‘Abdurrahman. As he was descendants of ‘Aisha, the daughter of Talha
b. Ubaydullah he is also called Ibn ‘Aisha and he is famous as al-Ayshi. He was a
member of the clan of Taym.? His father was a scholar of hadith and ‘ilm al-nasab
(genealogy) and had a distinguished talent for beautiful rhetoric. Both the father
and his son ‘Abdurrahman were famous poets of their times.*

1 For examples see Muhammad Hamidullah, “Aqdamu ta’lif fi’l-hadithi'n-nabawi
Sahifetu Hammam b. Munabbih wa makanatuha fi tarikhi ‘ilmi’l-hadith”, Majallatu
Majma u’l-‘ilmi, Damascus, XXVIII (1953), p. 96-116, 270-281, 443-467; Layth b.
Sa‘d, Juz’ fihi majlis min fawaidi’l-Lays b. Sa‘d, ed. Muhammad b. Rizk b. Tarhini
(Riyadh: Alemu’l-Kutub, 1987); Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna, Aba Muhammad al-Kafi al-Makki,
Juzu hadithi Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna, ed. Mas‘ad b. ‘Abdulhamid al-Sa‘dani (Tanta: Daru’s-
Sahaba li't-Turath, 1992); Yazid b. Aba Habib, Juzu ahadithi Yazid b. Abi Habib al-
Misri, in  Ahadithu’sh-shuythi’l-kibar - Akdamu’l-mahtatati’l-hadithiyye (p. 11-64),
ed. Hamza Ahmad Zayn (Cairo: Daru’l-Hadith, 2004); Sufyan al-Sawri, Aba ‘Abdullah
Sufyan b. Sa‘id, Min hadithi’l-Imam Sufyan b. Sa‘id al-Sawri: riwayatu al-Sari b. Yahya
‘an shuythihi ‘ani’s-Sawri wa riwayatu Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Firyabi ‘ani’s-Sawri, ed.
Amir Hasan Sabri (Beirut: Daru’l-Bashairi’l-Islamiyya, 2004; Waki* b. al-Jarrah, Abi
Sufyan b. Malih al-Ruasi, Nushatu Waki' b. al-Jarrah, ed. Fahd al-Hammuadi (Beirut:
al-Shabakatu’l-'Arabiyya li'l-Abhath wa'n-Nashr), 2014.

2 As method of tahqiq I followed “ISAM Principles of Publications with tahqiq.”

3 See Ibn Sa‘d, Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad, at-Tabaqatiil-kubra. ed. Muhammad
Abdulkadir ‘Ata., (Beirut: Daru’l-Kutubi'l- Ilmiyya, 1990), 7: 220; Khatib al-Bagdadj,
Abu Bakr Ahmad b. ‘Ali, Tarikhu Bagdad, ed. Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘raf. (Beirut:
Daru’l-Garbi’l-Islami, 2002), 12: 17; Zahabi, EbG ‘Abdullah Shamsaddin, Siyaru
a lami’'n-nubala, ed. Shu'ayb Arnatt (Beirut: Muassasatu’r-Risala, 1985), 10: 564.

4  Hasan Elik, “Ibn Aise, Ubeydullah b. Muhammed”, TDV Islam Ansiklopedisi (DIA), 19:
299.

201




202

He was most probably born in Basra after the year 140 of Hijra.® al-Ayshi
who was originally from a family in Basra travelled to Baghdad (d. 219/834) and
narrated hadiths there. Later on, he returned back to his hometown Basra. Aba
Dawad (d. 275/889) relates that al-'Ayshi was very passionate about learning
hadiths. Scholars like Abt Dawad and Zakariyya b. Yahya as-Saji (d. 307/920)
regarded him “sadiiq” in hadith.® Aba Hatim al-Razi (d. 277/890) also called
him “sadiiq thiqa.”” According to Ibrahim al-Harbi (d. 285/899), al-Ayshi was
even superior to Yahya b. Ma‘in (d. 233/848), Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241/855)
and Ishaq b. Rahiaya (d. 238/853) in hadith.® While Ibn Qani‘ (d. 351/962)
calls him “thiqa” (reliable),” Ibn Hibban (d. 354/965) mentions of him as “hafiz,
mustaqimu’l-hadith, scholar in ‘ilm al-nasab.”'° Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463/1071)
is of the opinion that al-‘Ayshi was an erudite scholar, and that especially he was
an expert in Arabic language and ayyamu’l-*'Arab.!!

al-‘Ayshi was accused of holding Qadariyya beliefs but this accusation
was considered ungrounded.'? Possibly Aba Dawad’s phrase “lawla ma afsada
nafsahi” was due to this matter.® We can presume that he was subject to such
an accusation because of his affinity with Mu‘tazili Ahmad b. Aba Duad (d.
240/854).1* al-Ayshi appealed to Ibn AbG Duad for the dismissal of the qadi of
Basra ‘Isa b. Aban (d. 221/836) and he managed to get him discharged from
office.’®

It is related that al-‘Ayshi recorded 9000 hadiths from his most important
teacher Hammad b. Salama (d. 167/784)'¢ and some of al-‘Ayshi’s other teachers

5  Zahabi, Siyar, 10: 564

6 Khatib al-Bagdadi, Tarikhu Bagdad, 12: 17; Zahabi, Siyar, 10: 565.

7 Ibn Abi Hatim, Aba Muhammad ‘Abdurrahméan b. Muhammad al-Razi, al-Jarh wa't-
ta‘dil, (Beirut: Daru Ihyai't-Turathi’l-‘Arabi, 1952), 5: 335.

8 Khatib al-Bagdadi, Tarikhu Bagdad, 12: 17.

9  Mugultay b. Qilij, Aba ‘Abdullah ‘Alauddin, Ikmalu Tahzibi’l-kamal fi asmai’rijal, ed.
‘Adil b. Muhammad ve ‘Usama b. Ibrahim, (Cairo: al-Fartq al-Haditha, 2001), 9: 62.

10 Ibn Hibban, Ebt Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban al-Busti, Kitabu's-Thigat (Haydarabad:
Dairatu’l-Ma ‘arifi’l- Uthmaniyya), 9: 61.

11 Khatib al-Bagdadi, Tarikhu Bagdad, 12: 17.

12 Khatib al-Bagdadi, Tarikhu Bagdad, 12: 17; Zahabi, Siyar, 10: 565. Ibnu’l-Qattan al-
Fasi (d. 628/1231) also says his is far from this accusation (Ibnu’l-Qattan, Abu’l-
Hasan ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Fasi, Bayanul-wahm wa’l-tham fi Kitabi'l-ahkam, ed.
Huseyn ‘Ayt Sa‘id. [Riyadh: Daru’t-Tayba, 1997], 2: 316).

13 Khatib al-Bagdadi, Tarikhu Bagdad, 12: 17. In other narration in the same place, the
source of the report is given as Abu Salama (d. 223/838).

14 Elik, “Ibn Aise, Ubeydullah b. Muhammed”, 19: 300.

15 Khatib al-Bagdadi, Tarikhu Bagdad, 12: 17.

16 Khatib al-Bagdadi, Tarikhu Bagdad, 12: 17; Zehebi, Siyer, 10: 565.



are as follows: Mahdi b. Mayman (d. 172/789), Juwayriya b. Asma (d. 173/790),
Wuhayb b. Khalid (d. 165/782), Abdul‘aziz b. Muslim al-Qasmali (d. 167/784),
Abl ‘Awana (d. 167/784), ‘Abdullah b. Mubaraq (d. 181/797), Abdulwahid
b. Ziyad (d. 167/784), Salih al-Murri (d. 172/789 [?]), Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna (d.
198/814).77

Some of his students are as follows: Ahmad b. Hanbal, Aba Dawid (d.
275/889), Abt Zur‘a al-Razi (d. 264/878), Abta Hatim al-Razi (d. 277/890),
Ca‘far b. Muhammad al-Saig (d. 279/893), Ibrahim al-Harbi (d. 285/899),
Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. ‘Abduljabbar al-Safi (6. 306/919), Abu’l-Qasim al-Bagavi
(d. 317/929),8

We don’'t know any other work of him than this booklet. al-‘Ayshi died in
Basra on the 17th of Ramadan in 228.7

B. al-‘Aysht’s Hadith Booklet

Although there is a booklet attributed to ‘Ubaydullah b. Muhammad al-
‘Ayshi in hadith sources, the booklet was lost for long. We can track information
about the booklet back to the works of 9th year of Hijrah at the closest and the
only known copy of the booklet is the one copied by Abu’l-Mahasin Yasuf b.
Shahin al-Qaraqi Sibt Ibn Hajar (d. 899/1493)2° which we shall introduce here.

We have sufficient evidence from the relevant sources showing that al-‘Ayshi
had a booklet. For example, Abti Shame al-Maqdisi (d. 665/1267) relates that he
saw a copy of al-‘Ayshi’s hadith booklet.?! Moreover, Ibrahim b. ‘Umar al-Biqa ‘1
(d. 885/1480) mentions this booklet.?> We also know that Suytti (d. 911/1505)

17 See Khatib al-Bagdadi, Tarikhu Bagdad, 12: 17; Mizzi, Abu’l-Hajjac Yasuf b.
‘Abdurrahman, Tahzibu’l-Kamal fi asmai’r-rijal. (Beirut: Muassasatu'r-Risala, 1980),
19: 148; Zahabi, Siyar, 10: 565.

18 See Khatib al-Bagdadi, Tarikhu Bagdad, 12: 17; Mizzi, Tahzib, 19: 148-149; Zahabi,
Siyar, 10: 565.

19 Ibn Hibban, Thikat, 9: 61; Khatib al-Bagdadji, Tarikhu Bagdad, 12: 17.

20 Son of Ibn Hajar’s eldest daughter Zayn Hatun, Abu’l-Mahasin Yasuf b. Shahin also
known as Sibt Ibn Hajar (M. Yasar Kandemir, “Ibn Hacer el-Askalani”, TDV Islam
Ansiklopedisi [DIA], 19: 515). For further information on him see Sakhawi, Abu’l-
Khayr Shamsuddin Muhammad b. ‘Abdurrahman b. Muhammad. al-Dawu’l-lami* li-
ahli’l-karni’t-tasi‘ (Beirut: Daru Maktabati’l-Hayat, n.d.), 10: 313-317.

21 Maqdisi, Abu’l-Qasim Shahabeddin ‘Abdurrahméan Aba Shame, al-Baith ‘ala inkari’l-
bida“ wa’l-hawadip, ed. ‘Uthman Ahmad Anbar (Cairo, Daru’l-Huda, 1978), 70.

22 Biqa'i, Abu’l-Hasan Burhanaddin Ibrahim b. ‘Umar b. Hasan, Masa ‘idu’n-nazar 1i’l-
ishraf ala maqasidi’s-suwar (al-Magsidu’l-asma fi mutabaqa ismi kulli saretin 1i’l-
musamma), ed. ‘Abdussemi’ Muhammad Hasanayn (Riyadh: Maktabatu’l-Ma ‘arif,
1987), 2: 381.
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made use of the booklet as a source.?® Zahabi (d. 748/1348) mentions of al-
Aysh1’s booklet in the following manner: “We studied al-‘Ayshi’s booklet by way
of ijazah. His hadith transmissions arrived us in muttasil manner.”* On the other
hand Bagavi (d. 317/929) who is the narrator of the booklet made reference to
the booklet as a source in his various works.?® He also takes part in the chain of
transmission of the booklet.?® Upon the elaboration of the hadiths in the booklet
it is understood that in the mutaakhkhirtin period Ibn Asakir (d. 571/1176)
made a lot of citations from the booklet in his work Tarikhu madinati Dimashq.”’

The booklet’s manuscript is at the Central Library of the Imam Muhammad
b. Sutd al-Islamiyyah University. It is registered in the Manuscripts Section with
the number 7236 and has the following qualifications:

Page numbers: 16 5-28 5

Mustansih: Sibt Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani (d. 899/1493)
Date: 9th century of Hijrah / 15th century

Number of pages: 13 waraq

Physical condition: It is in a perfect condition. Each page is composed of
average 30 lines.

Writing characteristics: Diacritical points are used vary rarely.

mustansih Sibt Ibn Hajar added to the beginning and end of the booklet his
listening records from the teachers he studied the booklet.

C. The Content of the Booklet

This booklet attributed to al-‘Ayshi reflects the characteristics of the earlier
period, teacher based books (mashyaha).?® Though the mashyahas as a genre of
hadith literature is generally considered to start with Fasawi (d. 277/890), the

23 Suyati, Jalaladdin ‘Abdurrahman b. Aba Bakr, Jam‘u’l-jawami‘ (Jami‘u’l-kabir), ed.
Mukhtar Ibrahim Haij et. a.l (Cairo: Daru’s-Sa‘ada, 2005), 16: 617.

24 Zahabi, Siyar, 10: 565.

25 For examples see Bagawi, Abu’'l-Qasim ‘Abdullah b. Muhammad. Mu jamu’s-sahaba.
ed. Muhammadu’l-Amin Muhammad al-Jakani (Kuwayt: Maktabatu Daru’l-Bayan,
2000), 1: 362; 2: 233, 287, 354; 3: 59, 64.

26 Abu’l-Qasim al-Bagawi tells that he took these hadiths from al-‘Ayshi’s booklet in the
year 227/842 (when he is 13 years old) by way of imla (see 161).

27 For examples see Ibn Asakir, Abu’l-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan, Tarikhu Madinati Dimashgq,
ed. ‘Umar b. Garama al-‘Amrawi (Damascus: Daru’l-Fikr, 1995), 3: 459; 9: 87; 12:
275;21:422;22:217.

28 Scholars of the first period named the booklets mashyakha where they passed down
the hadiths they collected from their teachers.



first examples of the genre were given in 2nd/8th century.? And one of those is
al-‘Ayshi’s work. He intended to compile the hadiths he listened from various
teachers he met at different times in this booklet.

The booklet contains 172 hadiths about different topics which al-Ayshi
narrated from his eleven teachers. Among them there are 12 repetitive hadiths®°
narrated with different chains. 84 of the hadiths are marfi*, 50 of them mawqif,
and 37 of them magqti‘. 41of marfa" hadiths are contained in al-Kutub al-Sitta
even if they are with different chains of transmissions. Therefore we can say that
half of his narrations are not contained in al-Kutub al-Sitta. We know that al-
‘Ayshi was fond of poetry. So we see that he transmitted some poems in various
parts of his booklet.?!

29 Forinstance Zakariyyab. EbiZaida (d. 147/764) is told to have a page (sahifa)
where he transmits from Sa‘d b. Ibrahim (d. 125/743) and from his other
teachers (see Fasawi, Ya‘qub b. Sufyan. al-Ma‘rifa wa’t-tarikh, ed. Akram
Ziya al-Umari [Beirut: Muassasatu’'r-Risala, 1981], 2: 156). Layth b. Sa‘d’s (d.
175/791) booklets where he collected the hadiths he took from his teachers
could be considered as samples of this genre (for instance, his booklet in
Koprili Library registered in no. 372 is titled as “al-Juzu fihi min hadithi
al-Layth b. Sa‘d al-Misri an shuytkhihi” (77a). Also see Hiiseyin Akgiin, “Ibn
Sihab ez-Ziihri (61. 124/742)’ye Nispet Edilen Misir Menseli Bir Papiriisteki
Rivayetlerin Miitdbaat Bakimindan Incelenmesi”, Dinbilimleri Akademik
Arastirma Dergisi 20/2 (2020): 651-687.Isma‘il b. Ja‘far’s (d. 180/796) book
is also a teacher based mashyakha genre work (see ‘Ali b. Hujr, Abu’l-Hasan
al-Sa‘di, Hadithu ‘Ali b. Hujr el-Sa‘di ‘an Isma‘il b. Ja far al-Madan, ed. ‘Umar
b. Raftd b. Rafid al-Sufyani [Riyadh: Maktabatu’r-Rushd, 1998]). Again this
characteristic holds for Ibn Tahman’s (d. 163/780) mashyakha for a great
part (see Ibn Tahman, Aba Sa‘id Ibrahim b. Tahman b. Shu‘ba al-Haraw1,
Mashyhatu Ibn Tahman. ed. Muhammad Tahir Malik [Damascus: Matb ‘atu
Majma‘i’l-Lugati’l-‘Arabiyya, 1983]). For mashyakha genre and its types see
Qadi al-Marastan, Abt Bakr Muhammad b. ‘Abdulbaqi b. Muhammad al-
Ansari, Ahadithu’sh-shuythi’s-thiqat: ash-shahir bi al-mashyakhatu’l-kubra,
ed. Sharif Khatim b. ‘Arif al-‘Awni (Mecca: Daru ‘Alami’l-Fawaid, 2001), 1:
208-209, 219; Mehmet Eren, “Hadis Edebiyatinda Mu‘cem-Mesyaha Tiiri
Kitaplar”, Selcuk Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 20 (2005), 21. When
we consider the above mentioned works we can start the first examples
of mashyakha/mu‘jam genre works with the period of Ibrahim b. Tahman.
We can count Musnadu Ibn Ja‘d ve Musnadu Ishaq b. Rahiiya, shortly called
Musnad among the first examples of those.

30 Hadith no: 8-9; 10-65; 14-16-90; 17-75; 23-53; 32-82; 47-72; 54-55; 146-147-148.
Among them only 29th and 110th hadiths are reiterated with the same chain of
transmission.

31 For a poetry his student transmitted from him see Hutteli, Abu’l-Qasim Ishaq b.
Ibrahim, Kitabu’d-dibaj, ed. Ibrahim Salih (Damascus: Daru’l-Bashair, 1994), p. 39.
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al-Ayshi listed his teachers by the year of their deaths. He narrated 120 of
the hadiths in the booklet from his teacher Hammad b. Salamah.*? The names
of the other teachers from whom he narrated are as follows: Wuhayb b. Halid
al-Basri (d. 165/782), ‘Abdulaziz b. Muslim al-Qasmali al-Basri (d. 167/784),
‘Abdulwahid b. Ziyad al-Basri (d. 176/792 [?]), EbG Awane al-Basri (d. 176/792),
Hisham b. Ziyad al-Basri (d. 161-170), ‘Abdullah b. Mubaraq al-Marwazi (d.
181/797), Salih b. Basheer al-Murri al-Basri (d. 172/789 [?]), Sufyan b. Uyaynah
al-Qufi al-Makki (d. 198/814), ‘Isma‘il b. Amr al-Bajali al-Kafi (d. 227/842),
Hassan b. Ibrahim al-Qufi (d. 186/802). Almost all of the hadiths (166) in the
booklet are from al-‘Ayshi’s Basran teachers, and 6 of the hadiths he narrated
towards the end of the booklet are from his teachers from Kifa and Marw. These
facts show that he collected the hadiths mainly in Basra and he did not engage in
travelling (rihla) for this purpose. When we look at his other teachers mentioned
in the sources it could be seen that a few of them are from Kufa, and the rest are
from Basra.®?

On the other hand, the differences of narrative forms (siga) that occur in
the hadiths al-‘Ayshi narrated from his teachers are worth to pay attention.
For example, he uses the pattern “akhbarana” in 100 of 120 while hadiths he
narrated from Hammad b. Salama, he uses the narrative form “haddasana” in
the remaining 20 hadiths. The general opinion of scholars in this respect is that
when a hadith is received by way of sama“ “haddasana” form is used, on the other
hand if it is received by way of ‘arz “akhbarana” is used.** However we know
that al-Ayshi’s most important teacher Hammad b. Salama prefers “akhbarana”
pattern for sama“ type of narration.®® Therefore we can say that it can be possible

32 Hammad is told to have a book (Ibn Hibban, Ebta Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban al-
Busti, al-Majrihin mina’l-muhaddithin wa’d-du‘afa wa’l-matriukin, ed. Mahmud
Ibrahim Zayed [Aleppo: Daru’l-Wa'y, 1976], 1: 34) and we know that he is one of
the first scholars to compile hadiths (Zahabi, Aba ‘Abdullah Shamsaddin. Tazkiratu’l-
huffaz [Beirut: Daru’l-Kutubi’l- Tlmiyya, 1998], 1: 151). Bagawi tried to collect these
hadiths in three booklets. For the second part of this work see (Hammami et.al., Abu’l-
Hasan ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. ‘Umar b. Hafs, Majmii ‘un fihi musannafatu Abi’l-Hasan ibnu’l-
Hammami ‘Ali b. Ahmad b.'Umar al-Bagdadi al-Muqri 419 h. wa ajzau hadithiyyati
ukhra, ed. Nabil Sa‘daddin Jarrar [Riyadh: Maktabatu Advéai’s-Salaf, 2004], p. 328
ff). al-‘Ayshi classifies the hadiths he took from Hammad according to Hammad’s
teachers as well (But in some places this classification is not followed. See. 13-15;
24; 28-32; 54-60th hadiths). Thus it looks like as if it is a seperate mashyakha that
belongs to Hammad.

33 See Mizzi, Tahzibu’l-Kamal, 19: 148.

34 TIbnu’s-Salah, AbG ‘Amr Taqiyyuddin ‘Uthman b. Salahaddin al-Shahrazari, ‘Ulumu’l-
hadith, ed. Nuraddin ‘Itr (Beirut: Daru’l-Fikr, 1986), 135.

35 Ibnu’s-Salah, ‘Ulumu’l-hadith, 134.



that his student al-Ayshi followed him and used the form for the same purpose.
But we notice that when we look at the other hadith books which narrated from
al-‘Ayshi, some of the narrators and mustansikhs did not pay much attention to
this issue -most probably they did not think it made a difference. *® For example,
there are a lot of cases where one source used “akhbarana” while another made
use of “haddasana”?’

Although the booklet has a classification system based on the teachers, in
the first section where the narrations from Hammad contained there is a title “<b
sudl (A (4 Wild 3 (drinking while standing on foot and from the mouth of
waterskin)”.?® However the classification of the hadiths in the booklet is intended
to be on the basis of the teachers, it seems that the motives like collecting the
hadiths about the same topic in one place disturbed al-‘Ayshi’s classification of
Hammad’s teacher?® On the other hand, we do not see this happening in al-
‘Aysh1’s direct narrations from his teachers; under the titles the relevant teachers’
hadiths are cited.

Although contained in the earlier manuscripts, many of the sayings of the
companions and successors are not contained in the sources we have now and
the same holds fort his booklet as well.** In other words, while the marfi‘ hadiths
are narrated in the earlier manuscripts, others are forgotten, neglected or lost
over time. It might be said that it is due to the preference of marfii* hadiths over
others beginning with the 3rd/9th century.

al-‘Ayshi not only make clarifications of strange (garib) words*! but also

36 Ibnu’s-Salah criticizes rawis who make changes in the narrative patterns (see Ibnu’s-
Salah, ‘Ulumu’l-hadith, 144). It is possible to consider this as katib’s fault (see Ibnu’s-
Salah, ‘Ulumu’l-hadith, 135).

37 For example if we compare the hadiths in Juzu'l-‘Ayshi’de between 78-84 to their
variants in the other sources we have shown this situation could be seen clearly.

38 See Juzu'l-‘Ayshi, 18..

39 A similar situation can be detected in Ibn Tahman's Mashyakha. For instance the
transmissions from 10 to 18 come from Simaq b. Harb. But the 15th hadith which is
taken from another teacher is shahid of previous hadith of Simaq. Also see Muhammet
Ezber, Ibrahim bin Tahman (6. 163/780) ve Hadis Ilmindeki Yeri (istanbul: istanbul
University Social Sciences Institute, MA Thesis, 2015), 51. On the other hand another
juz transmitted from Hammad b. Salama’s book has a very systematic content (see
Hammami et. al., Majmu ‘un fihi musannafatu Abi’l-Hasan ibnu’l-Hammami, 336-353).

40 Hiseyin Akgiin, “Hicri 2. ve 3. Yiizyillara Ait Misir Menseli Papiriislerdeki Hadislerin
Kaynaklar1”, Tokat ilmiyat Dergisi8/1(2020): 40; “Ibn Sihab ez-Zithri (61. 124/742)’ye
Nispet Edilen Misir Menseli Bir Papiriisteki Rivayetlerin Miitdbaat Bakimindan
incelenmesi”, 671.

41 See Juzu'l-‘Ayshi, hadith no: 1, 99.
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makes a lot of explanations (sharh) throghout the booklet.*? Moreover in some of
his explanations he makes use of poetry (istishad).** Apart from these he makes
comments about rijal* or tries to solve difficulties in a chain of narration.*® All
these show that he is not only a narrator (rawi) but he is a hadith scholar with
deep comprehension (diraya). As he makes abbreviations (ikhtisar) in narration?*¢
and frequently changes the line-up of the texts?” we can say that he prefers and
gives priority to narration by meaning.

Among the authors of al-Kutub al-Sitta Aba Dawid, Tirmizi and Ibn Majah
narrated only four hadiths by al-‘Ayshi. It could be said that he is not preferred
as a rawi. Indeed, a lot of hadiths that al-‘Ayshi passed down in his booklet
are transmitted by different chains of narrations in al-Kutub al-Sitta. Another
interesting point about the booklet is that it does not use words of exaltation
(tardiya) for no companion except ‘Aisha and ‘Ali.*® This attitude toward ‘Al is
meaningful as it coincides with the Caliph al-Ma'mun’s (r. 198-218/813-833)
declaring ‘Ali as the most virtuous person after the Prophet (pbuh).*

Conclusion

This booklet attributed to ‘Ubeydullah b. Muhammad b. Hafs al-‘Ayshi (d.
228/843) of Basra is one of the first examples of the hadith compilations based
on the teachers and it is published for the first time in this study. al-‘Ayshi
compiled his booklet with 172 hadiths listing each hadiths under the names of
his teachers. His booklet also contains some little sharhs.

As was seen in the examples of the tradionists like Ibrahim b. Tahman, Lays
b. Sa‘d, ‘Isma‘il b. Ja‘far, ‘Ali b. Ja'd who lived before al-‘Ayshi and in different
cities, this hadith literature genra which forms also the basis of mashyakha/
mu‘jam genre is quite common in the second half of the 2nd/8th century and in
the beginnings of the 3rd/9th century.

In his booklet al-‘Ayshi in the same pattern of his period’s compilations
transmits only marfii‘ hadiths and almost half of his booklet is composed of

42 See Juzu'l-‘Ayshi, hadith no: 4, 21, 24, 60, 64, 70, 128.

43 See Juzu'l-‘Ayshi, hadith no: 22.

44  See Juzu'l-‘Ayshi, hadith no: 41.

45 See Juzu'l-‘Ayshi, hadith no: 150.

46 See Juzu'l-‘Ayshi, hadith no: 35.

47 See Juzu'l-‘Ayshi, hadith no: 39.

48 See 34th and 41st hadiths. For example, no words of exaltation are used for Aba Bakr
and ‘Umar (see. 87th and 6th. hadiths).

49 See Suyuti, Tarikhul-khulafa, ed. Hamdi Demirtas (Mecca: Maktabatu Nizar Mustafa
al-Baz, 2004), 207.



mawqif and maqtu hadiths. Almost all of his transmissions are of Basra origin.
The same holds even for his transmissions which are not contained in the booklet.
This shows that he was content with the collection of hadiths in his own region
and did not engage in travelling (rihla) to collect hadiths.

Although al-‘Ayshi is generally qualified as “sadiiq” by the critics of jarh and
ta‘dil, that only four of his hadiths are contained in al-Kutub al-Sitta could be
seen as a sign that he is not preferred much as a rawi. On the other hand half of
his marfi‘ hadiths are contained in al-Kutub al-Sitta even if by different chains
of narrations. Although some of the mawqiif and maqtu‘ hadiths are contained
in other compilation sources, I could not locate some other hadiths in these
sources. This situation is seen in other works as well. Over time the transmission
of mawqif and maqtia‘ hadiths are not preferred so some of them are forgotten
and lost. Indeed being as a source for such rare narrations is one of the qualities
of this booklet that makes it important.
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